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Community Garden 3231  
Growing food, friendships & 

community 
March 2021 

 
Our February working bee resulted in an abundant harvest 

 
Dates for March 
 
The BBQ for Peggy and Daryl has been postponed twice. We are planning to hold the 
BBQ on Sunday 21 March from12 noon following our working bee. Peggy and Daryl were 
2 of the founders of Community Garden 3231. Without their inspiration, hard work, 
knowledge and enthusiasm, we would not have our wonderful garden. 
 
Sausages and veggie burgers will be provided and bring a salad or dessert to share.  
Don’t forget to BYO plates, cutlery and glasses and something to drink. We will provide 
cooking utensils and ice. 
 
Don't forget the normal working bees on Saturday 6 and Sunday 21 March from 9am.  
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Alicia and Andrew and their children, Laila and Elijah enjoy the Garden. 

From the President 
 
And there goes Summer!  March 1st means we move officially into Autumn, however 
taking an indigenous perspective, there are at least 6 (I have read of up to 8) distinct 
weather periods recognised in the indigenous seasonal calendar.  March is part 
of Kooyang or ‘late summer’, so we may still experience a few hot days before we settle 
into Autumn.  March-May is Gwangal moronn - the ‘honey bee season’ and is 
characterised by warm, still days. The country starts to cool and we get red sunrises, 
golden evenings and cooler mornings1. 
 
So now is the time to plan your winter crops. Last year my garlic was odd. It grew side 
bulbs called witches brooms. Whilst still edible, they are not expected to store as well and 
maybe I’ll need to find new garlic for planting. Perhaps I’ll try more broccoli, onions and 
cauliflower this year. What are you planning to grow this winter? If you are wanting to learn 
about planning your vegetable garden, why not join our Garden Team? You’ll learn lots 
and have some fun helping plan our communal garden beds. Contact Gretel to find out 
more (gretel.lamont@gmail.com). 
 
I hope you can join us on Sunday 21 March from 12 noon for our BBQ farewell to Peggy 
and Daryl Love. This will be our 3rd attempt to celebrate their contribution to CG3231.  
 
Catch you in the garden 
Liz Wood 
President 

 

 
1 source: BOM Indigenous Weather Knowledge website accessed 28 Feb 2021 
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Liz, Avril and Eleanor admire produce from the Garden. 
 
We were delighted to be selected by Surf Coast Shire to showcase the garden in images 
for a council publication dealing with climate change. Council engaged photographer Zoe 
Strapp who came and took some wonderful images of produce and members. 
 
 
From the Garden Team 
 
It’s harvest time so come along to working bees to share the crops, get beds ready for the 
next season and transplant some seedlings. Bring your own cup for morning tea as we still 
need to be careful. 
 
Check out the “Help Yourself” basket when you visit the garden as crops are being added 
as they ripen. Contribute any spare produce from your plot. The ‘Grow Free’ stall up at the 
lighthouse is another place to leave any extras for others to share (see Beyond the Fence 
for more details). 
 
Thanks to Barbara Evans for watching over the potatoes – staggered harvesting has seen 
magnificent spuds shared with more members. 
 
We plan to do a summer prune of some of the fruit trees at the working bee on March 21st. 
Come along if you are interested in helping or watching. 
 
Thanks to Gill and others for some recent tool maintenance. It is time to fill in a few gaps 
our garden equipment so let us know if there is a particular tool that we should get. Is 
anyone interested in doing a stocktake? All the tools could do with a bit of cleaning and 
oiling.  
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The Fraser Drive rabbits have found a way in. 
Please chase them out if you see them. 
Steps are being taken to reinforce the gates 
but do keep an eye out for other entry points 
and let someone know. 
 
Tomatoes are finally ripening. It has been a 
strange season, but I hear that even Costa 
from Gardening Australia had trouble this 
year! If you want a bit of basil to go with 
them, just pinch out the top parts where the 
flowers are coming and the plant will put out 
more leaves. Thanks to Alison and Angela for 
looking after our herbs. 
 
 
See you in the garden. 
 
Avril on behalf of the Gardening Team 

Jacqui pleased to find some tomatoes 
hiding in her plot 

Diane and Barbara admiring our 
enormous potatoes 

The potato Queen 
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The garden is flourishing, but there is competition 

 
 
  

Can the ladybirds eat all those aphids? 

Who’s a clever bird? 
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From Community Garden Member, Mary Bremner 
 
While browsing in the glass house 
at Otway Herbs near Apollo Bay 
back in spring, I couldn’t resist 
some vigorous-looking zucchini 
seedlings.  They were a variety I’d 
never heard of and I promptly 
forgot the name.    They went out 
in one of our wicking beds and 
when they started to produce pale-
coloured stubby little zucchinis I 
was a bit disappointed.  Just as 
well I planted some good old Black 
Jacks as well, I thought.  But we 
tried them and the flavour was 
delicious – sweet and nutty. 
  

Over the following weeks the plants took off and spread like a pumpkin vine, spilling over 
the edge of the wicking bed and advancing across the lawn.  During the day, there is a 
lovely display of huge flowers and I sometimes have to pick twice a day to keep up with 
the prolific crop.   
 
I did some research and I believe they are Magda zucchinis, also known as Magda 
summer squash. I think of Magda Szubanski so I always remember the name.  I have let 
one grow big (very big!) and will use it to save seeds so there will be plenty to share with 
gardeners who would like to try out these delightful vegetables.  
 

A big shout out to: 
 
Sally Green who has been 
collecting green waste twice 
weekly from Little Feast and the 
Airey’s pub and to Anne and 
Jessica who have agreed to take 
over from Sally as of last week. 
 
Keith and the maintenance team 
for quick action when a problem 
arises. The central tap in the 
garden no longer worked and 
within a day we had a new tap to 
maintain watering during the 
recent hot spell. 
 
To those at the working bee who 
together relocated the propagating 
bed. 
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Beyond the Fence 
From Community garden member Jo Murray 
 

 
Recently, a group in our community set up a 
Grow Free 3231 stand.  The stand is for sharing 
homegrown fruit, vegetables, herbs, seeds, 
seedlings, flowers and homemade jams and 
preserves.  It’s located at the Lighthouse Tea 
Rooms (back verandah).  Sam and Asher have 
been very supportive. 
 
If you haven’t heard of the Grow Free movement 
or want to know more, you will find a link to a 
story that Sophie Thomson did on Gardening 
Australia.  
 
The premise is “Take what you need.  Give 
what you can.” 
 
There are plenty of people in the community who 
have produce to share, so for others that don’t, 
they can “give" by simply helping to keep the 
stand clean and tidy, helping to make seed 

packets (we have the seeds!) or other ways that they may think of. 
 
There is a Facebook group for people to join (Grow Free 3231).  This is a way of letting 
people know what’s available so they can go there to take it, and for others then to thank 
them.  People have also started sharing recipes and photos of the yummy things they 
have made with the produce which they have taken - plum sorbet and plum tarte tatin - 
yum! 
 
There is a book, in the top right-hand drawer, where people write notes of thanks and draw 
pictures. This is a project by our community, for our community. 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 
Regards 
Jo 
https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/grow-free/9727358 
 
  
 
 
 


