Community Garden 3231
Growing food, friendships &
community
February 2021
Dates for February
The Twilight Working Bee and BBQ to farewell Daryl and Peggy Love was postponed last
week due to heavy rain. Weather permitting, we are planning to hold a BBQ on Friday
February 12th from 6pm. Peggy and Daryl were 2 of the founding members of Community
Garden 3231. Without their inspiration, hard work, knowledge and enthusiasm, we would
not have our wonderful garden.
Bring something to cook on the BBQ if you like and a salad or dessert to share. Don’t
forget to BYO plates, cutlery and glasses and something to drink. We will provide cooking
utensils and ice.
Don't forget the normal working bees on Saturday 6 and Sunday 23 February from 9am.

From the President
Happy New Year to all members of the CG3231
community. 2021 is shaping up to be a very
significant year for the community garden.
Your committee has been very busy over the last
nine months undertaking strategic planning for the
garden, to help guide our future directions. We
have recently submitted our project proposal to
the Surf Coast Shire Council for Stage 1
implementation of our master plan. This will see
new garden sheds created to store tools and
manure etc. It is an exciting stage in our planning
process.
We have already begun some of the enabling
works to make way for Stage 1, such as removing
the pizza oven and relocating the worm farm.
More stuff will happen when we have enough
Lines showing approximate location of new
muscle power at a working bee.
At the same time we have been working very hard sheds and masterplan
on the idea of a community orchard, to be located
across the road from the garden. We are very close to submitting our application for
funding for this as well.
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It has been lovely being able to garden as a community again without COVID restrictions
impacting on numbers in the garden. This coming working bee (Saturday, 6 February) we
will finally be able to share morning tea together. Please bring your own mug!!
Catch you in the garden
Liz
President CG3231

From the Garden Team
Working bees over summer have been much more enjoyable with reduced restrictions.
The atmosphere in the garden has been great and while we achieved an extraordinary
amount during the lockdowns, everyone seems to be bursting with energy these days. It’s
just a pity we still need to be vigilant.
Talking about being vigilant, remember if you have netting on your plot, make sure it is
secure so birds can’t get trapped. Also note that green tomatoes have a toxin that makes
parrots sick – we have had a few king parrot fatalities over the years. So it is probably
better to net them.
The garden is looking wonderful and while we haven’t had many tomatoes yet, the apricots
and donut peaches were delicious and of course the zucchinis keep on coming. The
cornflowers have added a lovely splash of blue. There’ll be more potatoes soon and now
the cockatoos have given up on the corn it is starting to look like we’ll get a crop. And look
at all the apples coming, cucumbers hiding in the vines, pumpkin plants trying to take over
the world. Hopefully the beans, lettuces, capsicums and eggplants, many grown from seed
by some of the garden team, will soon start producing.
Thanks to all who have picked up the abundance of green waste and coffee grounds from
local eateries – soon we’ll have lots of beautiful compost. With recent sessions on using
the mulcher and servicing the mower, we are all gaining expertise.

Don’t forget to let us know what
you want to grow next season.
See you in the garden
The Garden Team
Gretel, Avril, Gay, Angela, Debra
and Barbara

Rod training members on the use of the mulcher
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Welcome to our new members
The Community Garden continues to grow and
welcome new members. The following new members
have joined since our last newsletter: Miriam Flipo
and Peter Haydon, Liz Flower & Mark Grigsby, Anita
Koliba, Nerida and Shayne Milsom, Dawn O'Neil and
Phil Gregory, Felicity Robinson, Jan Rudd and Di
Solomon. Gabrielle Fuller from the Garden Team
provides a welcome introduction to the garden and
how the community garden works. She will be in
touch if she hasn’t already shown you around the
Garden.
We also welcome family and friends of
members who visit over summer. May and
Kieran joined a recent working bee while
staying with family who are community
garden members

The story of the leeks
The seed head had been in the shed for so long no one could remember what it was from.
Debra painstakingly rescued the seeds and sowed them. They germinated! After a bit of
growth finally revealed them to be leeks, a bed in the garden was prepared for
transplanting.

A conversation at Angair suggested blanching the leeks by reducing the light to the stems.
Using old milk cartons collected from the cafes in Anglesea, Debra made the protective
tubes and the experiment was on, resulting in a great leek harvest shared at the working
bee.
Thanks and congratulations Debra!
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Our December end of year celebration
The weather was perfect for our end of year gathering. Susan Leavesley and helpers did a
great job of organising the event and members came along and enjoyed the good food.
good music and good company. We were lucky to tempt Evan Jones and Tony Prowse
back to the garden to entertain everyone with their laidback renditions of Patsy Cline.

4

The garden is flourishing
A few photos of our great summer produce.
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