Keeping Our Garden Safe
Think before you start gardening!
If you see something you think is not safe, say something.
Look after each other. Report all accidents in the incident
book.
Garden tools
Take the tools you need in a wheelbarrow or basket
and don’t leave them lying around on the paths for
people to trip on or in the plots. Long handled tools
can knock someone behind you. Forks and rakes do
a lot of damage if you stand on the tines. Always
leave rakes, forks and spades tines down. Don’t put
damaged tools back.
Look after yourself
Avoid sunburn: Wear a hat,
sleeves and trousers. Wear
gardening gloves.
water on hot days.

sunscreen and/or long
sturdy shoes and
Remember to drink lots of

Don’t get bitten
Our garden is home to spiders, bees, wasps, horse flies,
ants, lizards and other creatures, perhaps snakes. Watch
out for them and avoid where possible. Use the first aid kit
for any bites and stings and record in incident book. Let
others know what you have seen.
Watch your back
Get help lifting heavy things, don’t forget to
bend your knees, not your back, place feet
either side of the heavy object and keep
your back straight.

Keep the sheds tidy
Always put tools, buckets and anything else back in its proper, safe place. If
someone else has left it in a mess, put on a halo and tidy it up. Put a note in
the book and raise it at a working bee.
Children
It’s great seeing children enjoying the garden, but it’s the responsibility of
parents and carers to ensure their safety.
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Chemicals and other hazards
Any chemical is a potential hazard depending on
concentration and method of exposure – even the ‘non
toxic’ and ‘organic’ preparations we encourage. Always
read and follow the instructions, wear gloves, goggles and
masks as recommended.
There can be high concentrations of potentially dangerous
bacteria and fungi in soil, manure and hay. Avoid inhaling
hay bale dust. Wash your hands before eating.
Lawn mowers and other power tools
Lawn mowers, mulchers and whipper snippers are dangerous as they can
forcefully throw out stones etc. They should never be used if there are others
near by. If their use is essential during a working bee, always have a person,
other than the operator, keeping others away. The operator must wear
appropriate safety gear.

Power tools should not be used during working bees if possible. If used at
other times, another person should be present.
Cars and trailers
Cars, trailers and people do not
mix and use should be avoided
during working bees. If a vehicle
is essential, there should be 2
assistants, not in the vehicle to
keep people away and inform the
driver of any danger.
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